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voice	mem(ent)o	was	a	speed-writing	project	written	for	Annetta	Whetham	and	Caleb	Rose
during	Longy's	2021	Divergent	Studio.	The	project	officially	started	for	the	studio	while	I	was
driving	back	home	from	a	wedding,	so	the	time	pressure	was	already	incredible.
Serendipitously,	while	my	partner	was	driving	I	was	cleaning	out	my	phone	messages	and
found	a	voicemail	dated	November	2020.	It	was	of	my	grandmother,	who	passed	away
February	2021.	I	had	spoken	with	her	between	the	two	dates,	and	have	the	obligatory	holiday
greeting	cards	from	her	and	her	husband.	But	this	was	the	last	recording	of	her	voice	that	I
have	of	her.	It	has	been	transcribed	as	the	following:

"Hi,	Beth,	this	is	Mom.	Could	you	give	me	a	call	when	you	have	the	time?	Thank	you! 	Bye,
Dear!"

Instead	of	calling	my	mom's	phone,	she	had	called	mine	by	mistake,	but	listening	to	it	again
made	me	focus	on	the	nuance	of	her	voice.	The	transcribed	message	is	set	in	such	a	way	that
mimics	her	inflections,	and	the	pitch	material	is	derived	from	the	sounds	you	hear	when	on	the
phone;	whether	white	noise	feedback,	or	dial	tones.	

The	voicemail,	and	thereby	this	piece,	is	a	quirky	keepsake	to	remember	her	wonderful	life.


