still.

for percussion quartet

Michael Shun



About szll.:

still. 1s a quartet that explores the endless possibilities of
multipercussion and chamber music. Multipercussion
allows for composers and performers to mix and match
different sounds into one collective "instrument." My idea
was to give the players setups each with a unique sound
(metal bowls, bottles, crotales, splash cymbals) but also
sounds common among the setups (snares, woodblocks).
Since all woodblocks and snares come in different pitches
and sizes, the shared china cymbal in the center allows for
a truly unified sound. This "same, but different" concept is
a central idea in chamber music; the instruments are
somehow related but are all able to bring a unique voice
and color to the ensemble.

Musically, szill. deals with manipulations of meter and
motives. After the homogenous introduction on
woodblocks the unique sounds are introduced along with
four recurring motives: eighth notes with hairpin
dynamics, eighth notes grouped as 3+2+3, sixteenth note
flourishes, and a longer melodic line consisting of quarter
(2) and dotted-quarter notes (3). The following big
sections transform the 4/4 bar to 5/8 (2+3), 6/8, and
eventually back to 4/4 by creating a polymeter at
transitional points (i.e. metrically modulating from 4/4 to
5/8 by superimposing groupings of 5 in 4/4 time.)

Special thanks goes to Mike Annicchiarico for being my
mentor while writing this, the UNH percussion studio for
their time and patience, and Amazon user D.A. Siano for
leaving a stellar review on the metal mixing bowls ordered
for the premier performance, ultimately saving me from
being kicked out of a Walmart for test-hitting metal bowls.



individual table

setups:
percussion 1 percussion 2
4 metal bowls 2 bottles
woodblock woodblock

woodblock (low) (high)

percussion 3 percussion 4
4 crotales splas(}ll cy)mbal splazﬁicix)nbal
(lower octave, F, G, A, B) ow g
woodblock woodblock woodblock
(low) (high)
medium-hard xylophone mallets notes on individual setups:

m m rattan shafts

percussion 1

percussion 2

percussion 3

percussion 4

woodblocks: woodblocks among the four players do not need to
have matching pitches, but players with two woodblocks
(perc. 2 and 4) should have one high and one low woodblock each.
percussion 3: the crotales and woodblock may either be mounted
on stands or propped on a table
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ensemble setup:

snare drum
(for perc. 3)

percussion 3
table

snare drum
(for perc. 4)

percussion 4
table

china cymbal
(shared)

percussion 2
table

snare drum
(for perc. 2)

notes on ensemble setup:

percussion 1
table

snare drum
(for perc. 1)

snare drums: any snare drums will suffice, but it is preferred that the players use
snare drums of similar size.

china cymbal: the china cymbal may either be suspended on a stand or propped

on a table




still.
for percussion quartet

Michael Shun

Allegro assai — Steady (J = c.168)

(bowls)

sim.

| 1 ( 18 4 L 18
L 1 SH L 18 S8 q Y L 10
3 [TPE 3
| 1 ( 18 [ 1 L 18
L 1 | 18 L 1 L 10
Qe | 18 L 1 L 10
| 1 ( 18 [ 1 L 18
L 1 | 18 L 1 L 10
| 1 ( 18 [ 1 L 18
L 1 | 18 L 1 L 10
L 1 L 18 L 1 L 10
| 1 ( 18 [ 1 L 18
L 1 | 18 L 1 L 10
L 1 | 18 L 1 L 10
1 L 18 L 1 L 10
Qe L 18 L 1 L 10
1 ( 18 [ 1 L 18
L 1 | 18 L 1 L 10
L 1 | 18 L 1 L 10
| 1 ( 18 [ 1 L 18
L 1 | 18 L 1 L 10
Qe L 18 : |Q L 1
L 1 m | 18 m L 1 m L 10
[75] [75] w
| Q gL 18 | Q | QL
| QY | QL | QY | QL
| Q gL 18 | Q | QL
| Q gL 18 | Q | QL
| QY | QL | QY gL 18
| Q gL 1 | Q | QL
| Q | 18 | Q | QL
| W L 18 oW | Q S8 | QL
| =i =Sl =l
~—~ ’A 3] ~

mp p

> o o o
et B e e

.
=

=
|

3
mf p

> o o o
o e e

>
=

—
=

> o o o
=
I

2
mf p

T
| I I

—
—

> o o o
geee

>
=

—
=

2
mf p

> o o O o o o o
N e e e e Bl

> o 0 0 0 0 oo
o e e e B e et

> o 0 0 0 o0 o o
A A i
]

o o 0 0 0 0 oo
o e e e e e et

> o o o o o o o
N e e e e el

o O 0 0 0 0 0o
A —————

> o 0 0 0 o o o
o e e e e B v v

o O 0 0 0 0 0o
A —————

> o o o o o o o
A A i i
]

o O 0 0 0 0 0o
o e e B B e el

> o 0 0 0 o oo
A A i i
]

o O 0 0 0 0 0o
o e e e B e el




> o o o
B el B

P
=
I

®

o o o
> o o

®

>y
>
S ©

Py
> o o - &

e e B el

2

o o o
——
|

P
—
1

-
[

Py
>

>
> o o000 o

N B el e

===
S B B O O O

P
—
I

Py
>

Py
®

ot el el el B

o 0 0 0 0 oo
-
]

-
[

> o o o o o o
N e e e e e

===

> 0 0 0 0 0 000
|
| —

o O 0 0 0 0o
o e el el e

===
D B B B D O
>y v o

P
—
|

-
>

> o o o
B B B

-
[

-
>

Py
@
I
I

===
S B B 0 B O B O

geoeepeee

Py
>

P
el el

Py
@

2

15

2 4 6 D 6 D D D
B e e e B e e e

> 0 0 0 0 0 0o
B i i s

2 4 4 4
B e B

2 4 4 5 6 6 5 O
o o o & 6 6 & e

<mp

> 0 0 0 0 0 0o
< i i i

e e e el e e

Py
A R A i
I

mp

> 0000
el el el

B e e

Y ]

=
S &

A
A

> >
> o

o

&
[

AS
AS

mp

o000
geee

gee

o
| -

-
|

o O 0 0O
N el e e e N v

2 4 4 5 5 5 5 6 5 6 0
e e B e et e et e el Y J

-
[

> o o o
S 5 o o5 o o o o o T ° N

goee s e eees

O Y

>
|
|

> o o o
> o 0 o o o o 0 0 F ¥ ¥

oo O O 0660

P

2 4 46 656 65
e e e B e

o

o 0 O 0 00
B e e B e

o 0 0 0 0 o0 0o
o e e B B e et e

O i
]

2 4 6 5 5 5 D O

A i i i
]

e e e el el v

2

2




[

P
>

®

P
>

A

> 0 0O
B e B
> 0 0 0 0000

o 0 0 0 0000
o e e e et el el v

> o
e
>
et e N e e e e B e e
Py

’ i il P J

||
J—

@

o
®

2

L

e N S N A S s gereoeeees
J—

> 00000000
ot el e el el el el el

P
oo o o

%

PN

o<
D)
—
(rattan shafts)

(rattan shafts)

Py
o ®

Py

B e e 7

Py

B e e G e
>

]

D o o o o
7 el e el
7]

7]

s
>
2
et
Py
>
-

N

o et et e el Y

)

B e et e el Y

)

ot et et e el Y

e et e e v G

>
o
>~
-

Y 2
<

PN
PN
€
Y 2
PN

3
3

—
ooo o000,
e
—

>

>

>
et

@

@

>

S B & O O O O O
>

> 0 0 0 0 000
B e e e el el
ot e e et et el
> 0 0 0 0000
o

> 0 0 0 0 0 00
e B e e el

> 000000
et e et B el il

et

27

> 000000
B e et et el

>

A3

@

Y 2

<

@

o
o
o
o

Py
®
Py
®
Py
@
Py
@

1) &

Py
S e e S e il

P
B e e S e et

S S B B B B B o
et et e e e vl
S S B B B B B o
st e e e N e o
S S B B B B B o
et e e e e e el
S S B B B B B o
et et e e e vl

mp

25
30

2



> o o0 o
B e B

o 0 0 0 0 o0 oo
o O e e e el v

S S o5 o5 5 B o o
> v o v v v Ve
S B B B OB B O O
st e e e e e o

o 0 0 0 0 o0 oo
B B e e e e et

> o o o
e B

> o o0 o
B B e e

P

A
]

2

P

p

B e S e el B v

o O 0 0 0 0 oo
B B B B B v

il

(rattan shafts)

o 0 0 0 0 0 oo
o e e e el v

> o o0 o
B e B e

38

o O 0 0 0 0 0o
B e e e el

I
| e | o o
@

o 0 0 0 0 o0 o0 o
o e e e e e

| 1EB L 18
| 101 L 18
Q] A L 18
[ [
b || b | | P !
| 10E
| 180
| 180
Nl 1
| 108 L 1
| 180 L 1
Q] [ 1 Ll
Q| [ 1
(1 ]
_ﬁﬁ I
[ 1
I
NS
.IT_ LYl L1
t L1l L1
AL L 18 L 18
L 10 L 10
i
] ( 18
BL ) N L 10
( 18
>~ T > .—nl
Q.
i [ 100
_”l [ 180
] i [ 100
] i ]
. « 3. <




> o 0 o
geee
Il

> © o © 0 0 o o
e e e e el

> o o o
B e el

> 0 0 0 0 00
geoeeoeeee
i

ool

A
A

> O 0 0 0 0 0o
N e e e el el

kR

o O 0 O
B e B

mp

p

53

B e el

P

o
mp

P
geee

> o o o
A i

A

> 0 o o
A A i

A

PP
B e B

o e e e B

o 0 0 0 0 o0 0o
B e e e e el

> o o o
o B i

> 0 0 0 0 0 oo
o e B el e e

> 0 0 0 0 0 o0 o
o e e el e v

2

3.

4.




> o o o
B e B

o o o o
B e e

&
¢

> 0 O 0 0 o oo
N e e e e e

o O 0 0 0 o o o
o N N e e e B

o O 0 0 0 o o0 o
B e e e el

@

o O 0 0 0 o0 o o
A A A i
]

o o o o
B B

>
=
]

o> o
—
Il Il

P
=
I

2

> 0 0 0 0 000
e B B el B et

oo oo & 6 o0

_—

> o o o o o o
B el e et

A

4.:H:

1[1] |65

i

(rattan shafts)

o o o o
B e e

%
S

-

B e B el

o o o o
B B et

p< mp

A

> o O o o o o
A i i
I

D e e e e e e e e el e il

> 0 0 0 0 000
B e e e el et el

D)
r

geee
Il

KRy

3.

3.



10

71

sub.f

—
——sub.f

2 4 46 4
B B el

subf

sub.f

2 420 40 45 4 0 5 0 5
et e e e et el el I

mp

ge ooeee
I

e’

_I.I—"J

> o o o
B et il e

P

(Y (ViR ol 'y
(Y (YRl (Y2l (Y
(Y (YR (Y2l (Y
(Y (YR o 'y
(Y ol (ViR 'y
(Y (Y5l (YHl 'y
(Y W (YRl W (Y8l W 'y W
o) ) ) L)
ol s eSS (o3 |ell3
(Y ol (YA (Y
(Y (YHl (Y8l 'y
N N N N
YR RSIE YN BIRSINT YR BRIRSETY RS
(o) (=) (=) =)
ol TE (ol TS (ol T8 e 8
(Y ol (YA (Y
(Y (YRl (Y2l 'y
(Y8 (YRl (Y8l 'y
Q| P Q] p_ Q] P Q) p_
T TN T\ T
(Y (YA (1A 'y
(Y .r-g .p-g 'y
(Y (ViR (YA 'y
(Y (YHl (Y2l 'y
(Y (YEl (Y81 'y
o e wile Wie Wi
7
C1J] Cel Gl T
N YN
DG
[N
y ol <
P an
(Y™
% - N
— N ) <H

2 4 46 4
e e e

et

et

> 0 0 0o
B e B

>

>

@
|

i it

o B &
® o o o T~

e B et

o
>

o
>

2 6 6 6 6 5 5 6
e e e e et

———sub. pp

(molto)

> 0 0 0 0 0 00
o e e e el e el

———sub.pp

(molto)

> 0 0 0 0 0 0o
i i i

rp

——sub.

(molto)

e e el et el

-
[

-
[

o 4 6 4
B B et

-
[

@

-
®

Py
®

Py
®

B B e v

Py
®

gee

I

P
o o @

B B et

Py
>

2 4 6 6 6 5 6 6
B e e e e e e

o e e B B el e

> 0 0 0 0 0 0o
i i s

> 0 0 0 0 o0 0o
B e e e e e el

rp

—sub.
(molto)



A

A

2 4 2 6 6 5 5 O
B e B el B o
mp

> o o o

e e e e Bl el et v
P~

rp

2 4 4 4 B 4 B 4>
ot e e e e et et

rp
rp

2 4 6 &
B et e e

p——————— mp

mp

> 0 0 0 0000
> 0 0 0 0000

o e e el el il

> 0 0 0 0 0 0o
o e e e e e el v
o O 0 0 0 0 00
o B e e e B B v
> O 0 0 0 0 00
e e e e e e el v
> 0 0 0 0 0 0o
ot e e e e B el v

— sub.

el el el el
(molto)

— sub.

(molto)

— sub.

(molto)
(molto)

U

A

-
vy —vV v v
S & OB o
et e e

e

A

o e e e e e e e e e e e e el e

> 0 0 000020
2 4 4 6 6 5 65
ot e e B e e e
> 0 0 000020
ot e B e el el

o 0 0 0 0 o o o
o e e e el el el

U

A

ool
mp

L —
mp

&

o o o o
oo oo

>
oo o o
>
>

-

o @ v v
-

I v v o

fur S S [ S—

oo o & o6 O &
oo o o o0 o &
o 0 0 0 0 0 0o
o e e e B el vl

P
el el e

Py
A~ O ® O ©

D 9 o o o
Y5 O o o @
D 9 o o o

87

83

11
2

3.

—




12

95

ook

i 4
i

A
A
1

——

mp

P
|
Il

pgoeooesooee
—

—

2

3.

100

99

|| 4 L
) i by ;ntv
1 1
L 18 L1
) 1 Y )
] { 18 1 1 p_ TN
L 10
L 18
o e
L 10 1 1 L 10
] L 18 1 1 .-.lH_
L 10
o Y o I
( 18 1 1 | 108
L} L 18 [ 1 | 108
1 1
L 18 L 1 | 108
_”l { 18 Q) ( 18
BL) L 18 1 1 .-.lH_
Q| 1 1
~e L 18 Q) T
| 108 L 18 1 1 | 108
| 100 L 18 [ 1 | 100
| 100 L 18 1 1 | 108
| 100 L 18 1 1 | 108
| 108 L 18 1 1 | 108
| 100 L 18 1 1 | 108
| 100 L 18 Q) | 100
| 100 & L 18 (| 1 8 | 103
A N 1 A
] | 1EN | 1008
|Hﬂ ﬂ..-
|H T Ll
m o I
TTe N T
*m:_ ~ -~
ol
~C ( 1
ACONTH T ~ MO
WL =
— N s <

mp

103

3.

deny d
v Q| | 10R
N Q| | 101
TTe (Y (YEl
Q| Q|
N Q| | 10R
(Y
inl_ Q| Q) —
N Q| T | 10E
(YA )
e sl g ] , (YEl
|
-IIJ PP .-.
xH T .*f Q) H_
T Q| | YEN
(Y
Q| T [ 1 —
[ 1
Q| Q —
[ YHER Q| | | 100
Q|
Q| Q| | YER
Q|
Q| Q| T { 100
Q| Q| | YN
.L ], M L (YHl
(YA
Q| —u [ 101
(i
iJ_Apm_J [ 18 ] Q|
(YA
. TV &
TR (YA :
o T |
[
) M )
/ p—
— (q\]




107

P S
o o ® O &

mp

o o o o o o
oo ® ® o O

mp

4 o o oo

~—"

L=

106

13

o o o o
B e e e

C o o o o o o o o
R A

4.

109

A

S

4 o o oo
A

A

> o o o
o o & &

A

oo & & & & & &

112

i




14

o o 0 0o
o B et et

> o 0 0O
et et el

120

116

o © o o o
@& & & &

134

> o o o o
B e B e v

p

PP faint

sub. mlp

ey

il

123

=

130

Y

mp

mp

mp

mp



15

136

> o o o o
el el el

> o o o o
B e el et

._-\:—/jl_'l-—

—
I\’I

> o o o o
B B el el

b |
[ |

Py
S e el

@

e e e

Py
gee

el

2 4 6 4
i et el e

o eoe

P
geeees

P
B B B el

> o o o o
o090
2 4 4 4D 4>
B e e B

P
geeese

> o0 0 oo
B B B B

> o o oo
>0 09
2 4 4 6 4
B et B e

> 0 0 0O
geeese

> o 0 oo
B B B el

> o o o o
00— 0o
2 4 4 6 4
B e B el

143

> 0 0 0 O
geeee

> 0 0 0 O
ot B B el

> o o o o
o000
2 4 4 6 4
o B B e

p

142

> o 0 0o
oo oo e

148

'y (Y (Y 'y
'y (Y (Y 'y
'y 'y ol & |
'y (Y L) § |4
s ol s bHs N e
'y (Y (Y 'y
'y Y (Y8 'y
'y (Y (Y 'y
A & Nell & Y &
A4l || N ».p- ».p
(Y (Y Y
Nl m.. *m._ Nell m._ Nl W
'y (Y (Y 'y
'y (Y (Y 'y
'y (Y (Y
L Y &
(Y (Y (Y8
Nl
Nl m; (Y (Y8
'y (Y (Y8
'y (Y (Y
(1 1 1 L 10 W
ANel
'y (Y NeLl Y
NeLl 2,
'y (Y Ne ll 8 *W
'y (Y (Y8 'y
Y 'y (Y 'y
'y (Y (Y 'y
'y (Y (Y8 'y
'y (Y (Y 'y
'y 'y (Y 'y
'y (Y (Y 'y
'y (Y (Y
N4 &
1. SR 'Y
(Y
SN RS
N —— —— —— —— p
— (q\] n).



16

P
geeee

PN
oo o o

> o0 o o o
A i
I

P
geeee

P
o o o o

> o o0 o o
geeoe
I

> 0 0 00 0o
et e e et el

> o
e

o
ol
|
|

P
A i

o o o o o
o o o &

p—|

> o o o o
A i
I

P
geeee

o o o0 o o
o o o o

|
>®
~— —— | ~——

> o o o o
A i
I

3.

e e et el e

> 0000
geeee

®
I
I

®
I
1

> o 0 0O
o i

o o 0 0O
geeee
I

> O 0 0O
B e e B

|

o 0 0 0O
i i
I

o O o o

)

e B el

o e et e e e ] I e e el el

|

A
I

Py
[

o o 0 0o
geeee

o o 0 0o
geeee
I

> 0 0 OO
B B B el

gee

160 —
r

Py
A A
I

et et el B el

166

> o o o o
A

> o o o o
B e B B

> 0 0 oo
B e B B v

PP
A

o o o o
e e B

.
=

—
=

Py
>

@

o e et e e et D B e B et v

> o 0 0 o
geeee

> o 0 o o
B B e v

S o o o

B B e e

PP
A i

> 0 0 oo
B B B B v

P
B B B et v

> o 0 oo
geeee

> 0 o o o
B e B e

S o o o

e e B




17

172

o et et el el el el el

> 000000000
pgoeeopoeeee

pgoeeopoepeee

P
Bl et el

o o o o

A
Il

P
B e et el e

> o o o o
geeee

o o o o

eeee

P
A i i s

o 0 O 00
geeee
I

P
B B e el

P
B e e e

o o o o

eeee

o O 0 0o
geeee

P
geeee

o O O 00
geeee
I

P
o e e el

o o oo
B el il

o o oo
eeee

> 0 O 00
geeee
I

o o o o

bt el el

> 000000000
el i i it

P
B e et el

o o o o

k) s
-

]

-l A B A

o o o o

b i
Il

> O O 00
geeee
I

P
o e Bl

o o o o

epeee

178

o 0 O 00
o e e el

mp

o e e e D e e e e e

i

y X

> o 0 o o
pgeeee

2

mp

185 =

) [ ] [ [
] [ | B ) BL )
X A A X A
b | | 18 | 18
b | | 18 [ 18
X | 18 [ 18
L) | 18 | 18
L) | 18 [ 18
L 10 | 18 | 18
L 18 —l ( 18 [ 18
L 10 [ 1 L 18 —|A.
L 10 [ 1 | 18 Fl
L 18 Q) | 1N L]
{ 10 [ 1 —|A. | 18
L 18 S8 Q) S8 *p_ [ 18
) ( 18
[
] _l | 18 L)
X | 18 L)
b | | | 18 | 18
b | | 18 [ 18
X | 18 [ 18
L) ( 18 [ 18
L) | 18 { 18
L 10 | 18 | 18
L 18 —l | 18 [ 18
L 10 [ 1 | 18 —|A.
L 10 [ 1 | 18 Fl
L 18 Q) | 1N L]
( 10 [ 1 L) | 18
L 18 Q) —l X | 18
L 10 [ 1 @l | 18
L 10 [ 1 | 18 | 18
L 18 [ 1 | 1N | 18
L) [ 1 | 18 { 10
X [ 1 | 18 | 18
— o <




192

mp

18
snare drum (snares on)
/II I> | | I> nm I> | . | . I> | | | | | | | | #_
| 1| b " | b " | b " b " | b " | b " |
¥ poco dim. — mp
snare drum (snares on)
= = = = = =
H I | = — - { —— e e e e ! !
¥ poco dim. — mp
snare drum (snares on)
> = o | = = = = o |
°op e oo op oo o o
H ] ] ] ! — J — J ! ! J
¥ poco dim. — mp
snare drum (snares on)
[ 1 I> | | I> nm I> | . | . I> | | | | | | | |
| 1| b " | b " | b b " | b | b " | b " | b " |
N ¥ poco dim. ——— mp
197
/II I‘ IF I‘ I‘ | e e | | | | |
= ' — - £ — ——  ——
[ 1 I‘ IF IF I‘ | e e e | |
- : — e o e —— ——
L | L Te
o o o pepesieop e e 0o ppep o oo o
H— ! | — | 1 1 ——
Te
ervoce oo oo o0 200000
n— o — = = E—— —
I - . -
\ L | L
201
O = | | e
E—— - = e S L e B
mf
e eeeee
[ 1 | | | | | | r X | - | | |
e | | : :
*o _@_. *. %.
N~
mp
I —— — = i i — I — I —— i i
| 1| b " " b | b " b " | " | b " | b b |
(mp)
I . | I I
R = s 3
~}]




® o o

o o o @ 0 |

o O O

e

AN

1206

sub. mp

sub. mp

> 0 0 0 0 00 000020
o e e e e e el e el v

p

> O 0 0 0 00 0 00020
e e e e el e el v

® O |

® O

0 2 2 5 5 o o o O O O O O

0 e et el e el e el el B el i

 JE S —

214

I'_|.

.

[> ]
< —

1




20

A

217

®

A

Pp———mp ————

p—————|mp ——

mp sempre

pepepprppoproe sprepop coopp

o =
|

mp sempre

223




i s i i i i

ceopoee

P sempre

P sempre

227

—
——

o o e20 oo

®

225
|

228

21
1

4.

mp

>

—————| psempre

P sempre

'_P—'_'_.

® O O

®

mp

236

2

232




22

238

p—

= v

>

N

poco cresc

> 0 0 0 0 0 00
i i i it
I

dim. al fine

dim. al fine

> 0 0 0 0 000
geooeeses
]

dim. al fine

(mf)

(mf)

Py
>

B e el

(mp)

el el i

dim. al fine

246

% o oo 00000
geopeepees
Il

o |

Py
>

> O 0 oo
o B e et

>

244

(molto)
)

T

=
Y

(molto)

P /-
ot e e e el v !

Py
>

Py
>

Py
®

> 00 0 OO0
o B B el

S [ S — L ]

mp

mp

A
A
7
N—

(mp)

ﬂ
o

B e B il

N

> 0 0 O 0o
B B e e B

®

B i i e B B e B s i s i i i

3.

(mf)



23

> o o o
oo e _

> 0 0 0 0 o0 oo
B e B e B e

e el v

._IF-“-

> 0 0 0 0 0 o0
e e B B B

(mp)

(mp)

>

Py
>

B B el

>

(mp)

P
@

253
1|

oo

Py
>

> o o o
B e e

>

>

(mp)

0000000 6060000 6s

oo 000000 6600000

P

P
o J

®

257

0 0 000000
ot e e e e el

®

00000
B e e e il e

> 0 0 00000
ot e e e e et el

o e e e e N e e el el et el

72

262

0 0 0 00000
e e et el el

o
>

geoeee

(02/03/2019)




