
Quick-takes

Michael Shun

Two short pieces

for Bb Clarinet and Piano

for Pam Choinski



About Quick-takes:

Near the end of the Fall 2018 semester, Pam

approached me about writing a piece for her clarinet

recital. The deal was simple: I have a month to write

the piece, and she has a month to learn it. 

I of course wanted to write something that could show

off all that Pam had to offer as a musician. The

opening movement, as the title suggests, is

improvisatory in character and uses the octatonic

scale to give a sense of wandering. In reality, because

of the recurring emphasis on C# and E, it is a large-

scale preparation for the second movement in D

major. "Improvisation" plays with the different

articulations possible on a clarinet, often asking the

player either to gradually slur or separate the notes

more as a line progresses.

"Merriments" is a nod to Pam's appreciation for the

classical style, featuring relatively square phrasing,

but with lots of opportunities to play expressively as

the melody is developed. The latter half of the

movement recalls the opening movement through a

cadenza with material taken directly from

"Improvisation" and with the return of nuanced

articulation, leading to a virtuosic sprint to the finish.
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Quick-takes 

I. Improvisation

for Pam Choinski
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