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Fantasy on "Crucifer"



Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe

Bassoon

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2

Clarinet in Bb 3

Bb Bass Clarinet

Bb Soprano Saxophone

Eb Alto Saxophone 1

Eb Alto Saxophone 2

Bb Tenor Saxophone

Eb Baritone Saxophone

Timpani (4)

Percussion 1: Snare drum, Brake drum, Gong

Percussion 2:  4 Toms (hard felt sticks), Vibraphone (4-mallet, medium-hard mallets), 

Crotales (2 octaves)

Percussion 3: Marimba (4+1/3 octaves, 4-mallet, soft mallets), Glockenspiel,

Suspended and China cymbals (yarn mallets, sticks)

Percussion 4: Chimes, Bass drum (general/legato mallets, articulate mallets), 

Temple Blocks 

About the Piece

"This Triumphant Sign" is a fantasy written for the College of the Holy Cross Concert Band. Ideas for the piece first

came to mind upon a visit to the College's Joyce Comtemplative Center in West Boylston, Massachusetts. The

Contemplative Center features a chapel with a large glass crucifix suspended from the ceiling glass and windows which

give a view of the sunrise over the Wachusett Reservoir . Given this beautiful imagery I thought it would be fitting to

take the hymn tune "Crucifer" (better known on campus as "Lift High the Cross") to capture these impressions of light

and dark in a musical setting.  

"This Triumphant Sign" would not be possible without the support of my parents and Holy Cross' Summer Research

Program and Music Department.  Special thanks go to faculty advisor Professor Matthew Jaskot, Director of Bands Dr.

Steven Riley, and musical colleagues Rebecca Beaulieu and Emily Vogelsperger, as well as the entire Holy Cross

Concert Band.  Thank you for your insight and trust in me to partake in this bold musical endeavor.

MJS

073117

Performance Notes:

-The percussion instruments should be organized in such a way that will facilitate quick and easy movement during

rests, especially for Percussion 3 and 4.  Percussion 1 should have the snare and brake drum set up as close together as

possible for an easy switch from one playing surface to the other.

-The poco a poco rallentando begins at measure 113, and the tempo should slow approximately six beats per bar to

reach the target tempo at rehearsal 125.s

Lift High the Cross (CRUCIFER)

Words: George W. Kitchin, rev. Michael R. Newbolt

Music: Sydney H Nicholson

© 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream IL 60188

www.hopepublishing.com.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.

Reprinted under license #78656s
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