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1

Iﬁterlude
I1

IIi. Credo 1in unum

* All movements attacca

Instrumentation
Piccolo
Flute 1

Flute 2 (doubles alto flute)

Flute 3

Oboe 1-2
English Horn

Eb Clarinet
Bb Clarinet 1
Bb Clarinet 2-3

Bb Bass Clarinet
Bassoon 1-2
Contrabassoon

Alto Saxophone 1
Alto Saxophone 2
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

Bb Trumpet 1

Bb Trumpet 2-3
F Horn 1-2

F Horn 3-4
Trombone 1
Trombone 2-3
Bass Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba 1-2

String Bass
Piano

Percussion 1
timpani (5) (lush mallets, articulate mallets)
large triangle

Percussion 2
marimba (5 octave) (yarn mallets, articulate mallets)
field drum (sticks, bow, splash cymbal)
tam tam

Percussion 3
vibraphone (no motor) (cord mallets, articulate mallets)
snare drum (sticks, bow, splash cymbal)
tambourine

Percussion 4
bells (medium plastic mallets, bright mallets)
bongos, 2 congas (OR: bongos, 2 high toms)
bass drum

Percussion 5
crotales (medium plastic mallets, bright mallets)
temple blocks (medium plastic mallets)
xylophone (medium plastic mallets)

Percussion 6
chimes

suspended cymbal, china cymbal (bow, yarn mallets, sticks)

4 toms

SATB Choir
SSA Trio (soli or treble choir)



About Symphony No. 1:

The ideas for this symphony first came to mind when I had just started graduate studies in composition

at the University of New Hampshire. There were two big questions I grappled with: "What do I want out of
life?” and "Do I have what it takes to be 'successful’ in music?”At the same time, I was also frightened by the
news of the world. As victims of assault bravely come forward only to be ignored, and as the world seems to
become more "us versus them,” it was difficult to believe in our humanity. I needed to write this symphony to
say that I believe. I believe in myself, I believe those who are or have been oppressed, and I believe in a
greater future for humanity. Looking through a chant sourcebook I remembered the Credo, one of the longer
components of the Mass. The incipit text of the chant was reduced to Credo in unum (loosely translated: »I
believe in a oneness”), and its ending was altered to ef in ventura saecula (»and [I believe] in the coming age").
This ending typically has more apocalyptic implications, but I also understand it to mean the future of
humankind here on Earth. I ended up using the incipits of two different Credo chants as the basis for this
symphony (see cover). The first Credo can be reduced to the pitch set [0235]. The set of the second incipit in

its prime form is [0237], but playing the pitches from the bottom up (e.g. F, A, Bb, C) yields [0457].

The first movement deals with the first set [0235] and its similarities with the minor scale and it is somewhat
autobiographical in nature. The fugal opening is a murky exposition of the main themes of the symphony: a
tone row derived from the first Credo, a personal Tune, the Credo itself, and a chorale rhythm. The chorale is
a moment of repose throughout the symphony and is usually orchestrated with eight instruments representing
eight dear friends who have been my rock through my undergraduate and graduate career. The movement
itself ends distorted, full of doubt and worry.

The percussion Interlude, like the other movements, begins without a break from the preceding movement.
This section can be best described as a transition between the first and second Credo incipits. The pitched
percussion instruments gradually shift from playing [0235] to [0237]. Rhythmically, the percussionists play the
set as phase shifts. That is, if the six notes of a sextuplet are numbered 0-5, each percussionist would shift
their pattern on the first(0), third(2), fourth(3) or sixth(5) partial.

The second movement fully uses the second Credo set as a melodic vocal line, a vertical sonority, and as a
chord progression. If the pitches of the set are Ab, C, Db, Eb, each pitch is expanded into its own chord ("C»
becomes C,E F,G) and each set is arranged into a chord progression (Ab, Db, C, Eb).

The third movement begins abruptly with an onslaught of the tone row before the choir sings the Credo. At
which point the full ensemble explores thematic transformations of prior material before returning to the
darker character of the first movement. A bassoon recitative ushers in an optimistic fanfare, and the choir
passes around fragments of the Credo before exclaiming together in unum. A bright iteration of the chorale

combines the major” implications of the set Bb, D, Eb, F [0457] and the "minor” implications of [0235] into the

composite Bb, (C), D, Eb, F, Gb, Ab. This leads to a contrapuntal texture combining the Credo chants and the
Tune before a stately ending highlighting the 4-3 resolution implied in the second Credo in the form of an
nAmen» cadence.”

»Symphony No. 1 [is] a truly monumental contribution to the repertoire and a piece which stands
as one of the few successful choral symphonies for the band” - Dr. Andrew Boysen, Jr.
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Interlude
_
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