Conditor Alme
Siderum

Michael Shun

Written for the College of the Holy Cross Choirs
for the 2017 Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols

Adapted from the original 9th century Hymn for Vespers of Advent,
Conditor Alme Siderum, and the humn tune Morning Song
attributed to Elkanah Kelsay Dare, 1782-1826.



Original Text:

Conditor alme siderum
aetérna lux credéntium
Christe redémptor Omnium
exaudi preces supplicum

Qui condolens intéritu
mortis perire saeculum
salvasti mundum languidum
donans reis remedium.

Vergénte mundi véspere
uti sponsus de thalamo
egréssus honestissima
Virginis matris clausula.

Cuius forti ponténtiae
genu curvantur 6mnia
caeléstia, terréstria

nutu faténtur subdita.

9th Century Hymn for
Vespers of Advent

English Translation:

Creator of the stars of night,

Thy people’s everlasting light;

Jesu, Redeemer, save us all,

And hear Thy servants when they call.

Thou, grieving that the ancient curse
Should doom to death an universe,
Hast found the med’cine, full of grace,
To save and heal a ruin’d race.

Thou cam’st, the Bridegroom of the Bride,
As drew the world to ev'ning-tide;
Proceeding from a Virgin shrine,

The spotless Victim all divine.

At whose dread Name, majestic now,

All knees must bend, all hearts must bow
And things celestial Thee shall own,
And things terrestrial, Lord alone.

Translation by Rev. John Mason Neale, 1852
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